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FAQs 
2012 Residency Partnership Program

Who may apply?

U.S.-based ensembles and not-for-profit presenters may submit an application for a residency. 

May an individual, such as a composer, apply?

No, only ensembles, or presenters partnering with ensembles, may apply to the program.

Must the applicants be Chamber Music America members?

Yes, the Organizing and Ensemble Partners must be CMA Organization-level members.
May an applicant participate in more than one CMA residency in a year? 

No, a presenter or ensemble may appear on only one residency application per grant cycle.
We are a current grantee of the CMA Residency Partnership Program. May we apply for the 2012-2013 grant cycle?

Yes, but only if you have completed all the requirements of your current grant and your final report has been completed, submitted, and approved by CMA.

We have current funding through another CMA grant program. May we apply for a Residency Partnership grant as well?

Yes, as long as you are a CMA member in good standing.

May an ensemble also act as the Residency’s Organizing Partner?

Yes, an ensemble may take on both roles.
Where can I find information about potential Ensemble or Presenter Partners?

The CMA Membership Directory provides website and contact information for potential Presenter and Ensemble Partners.
What are some examples of Community Partners?
In general, organizations or businesses that provide public services to their local populations are considered community organizations. Hospitals, libraries, senior centers, social service organizations, youth clubs, local cultural centers, and schools would be suitable Community Partners for a residency.

May residency activities take place in private, as well as public, schools?

Yes, private schools are also eligible venues.

Does Chamber Music America suggest potential Community Partners?

No, applicants are encouraged to seek out partnerships with community organizations in their hometowns or in localities they may visit on tour.

Do Community Partners need to join CMA?

No, the community groups involved in the residency need not be CMA members. 
What types of activities are eligible for funding?

Typical residency activities include (but are not limited to) workshops, ensemble coachings, masterclasses, clinics, lecture-demonstrations, and open rehearsals.
Is a concert considered a residency activity? 

Regular concerts on the applicant’s series or tour are not eligible activities, but a performance that is part of the residency itself—lecture/demonstration, interactive concert or performances involving the residency participants—may be eligible.
If we are planning more than 10 activities in one month, do we consider our project a short-term or an extended residency?
This is still considered a short-term residency, given the time period.
May we propose a residency that includes activities in multiple locations?  
Yes, if the locations are within the same area or region.
How much of our residency budget will a Residency Partnership Program grant cover?

Grants support up to 75 percent of eligible residency expenses, up to a maximum of $6,000 for a short-term residency and $12,000 for an extended residency. CMA funds the ensemble’s residency fee and related travel, hotel, and per diem, as well as residency-related marketing and production expenses. The applicant must match the grant with a minimum of 25 percent of earned and/or contributed income. 
If a Community Partner will pay a fee for the Ensemble Partner’s activities, where do we indicate this in the budget?

List this on the “Earned Income/Contracted Services” line and provide detail in the description.

May we use in-kind contributions as matching funds?

No, only earned and contributed income can meet the required 25 percent match. 

We would like to invite the Ensemble Partner to perform a concert as part of our season, in addition to the proposed residency. May we include Ensemble travel costs for the residency and concert in the residency application?

No, CMA will cover only travel expenses specific to the residency.

Do we have to include a letter of intent from each of our Community Partners, or from just one of them?

To complete your application, you will need to have a letter of intent from each community partner.

What is the Guarneri String Quartet Residency?

The Guarneri String Quartet Residency is awarded to a project featuring an outstanding classical string quartet as the Ensemble Partner. The distinction is awarded based on the artistry of the ensemble as demonstrated in the submitted 
CD-R work sample.

 
Do ensembles apply separately for the Guarneri String Quartet residency? How may my quartet be considered for this honor?

The ensemble selected for the Guarneri residency is chosen from among the regular applications featuring string quartets. 

 
Does the Guarneri String Quartet Residency provide more funding than the other residency grants?

No, the Guarneri residency is funded within the same range as other grants in this program.

 
Does CMA staff make the decisions about who receives funding?

No, all decisions are made by peer-review panels of musicians, educators and presenters with extensive experience in residency work. (A representative list of recent CMA panelists may be viewed on CMA’s website.)
How do I download the application form?

You must first save the form to your computer and then fill it out. This way you can revisit the application form, make changes, and print a hard copy.

May I submit the application online?

No, the application and supplementary materials must be sent in hard copy.

When will I know the status of my request?

Notifications will be made by March 2012.

What should we consider before proposing a residency project?

Read the CMA Matters article: “Planning a Residency” for tips on identifying partners and organizing a successful residency.
Is the application deadline firm?

Yes, your complete application package must arrive at CMA by Friday, November 18, 2011, 5:00 p.m. EST.

Have there been any changes to the guidelines and application since last year?

Yes, three items have changed.

1) In addition to applications from the United States, applications from the U.S. territories will be accepted.  The territories are: Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, and American Samoa.

2) The project budget in the application form has been simplified. Now you need only itemize expenses supported by the CMA grant.

3) The sample Letters of Intent are between the applicant and the ensemble or community partner, and contain a clause indicating the non-binding status of the agreements.  
Whom may I contact if I have any other questions?

For Classical/Contemporary residency projects, contact: Susan Dadian at (212) 242-2022, x13 or sdadian@chamber-music.org
For Jazz residency projects, contact: Jeanette Vuocolo at (212) 242-2022, x17 or jvuocolo@chamber-music.org 



For general assistance, contact: Caitlin Murphy at (212) 242-2022, x16 or cmurphy@chamber-music.org
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